VIP NONPROFIT Profile

Bellafina Chocolates
Chocolate that makes a difference

Bellafina Chocolates is a Kingsport-based gourmet chocolate company with a
difference…the company is staffed entirely with volunteers and directs 100% of
its net proceeds to children’s charities. Started five years ago as a home-based
business, the company has now expanded to a commercial chocolate production
kitchen and retail shop in downtown Kingsport.
The mission of Bellafina Chocolates is threefold:
1.

To help children threatened by disease, poverty, abuse, or neglect

2.

To help women of all ages and circumstances lead productive, purposefilled lives, and

3.

To inspire others to find Christ’s purpose in their lives and work for a
cause greater than themselves

Bellafina Chocolates supports threatened children in our region and around
the world. The company donates all proceeds, net of ingredients and other
operating costs, to selected 501C3 charities such as Serving Orphans
Worldwide, Samaritan’s Purse, The Literacy Council, CASA, Children Exceeding
Expectations, Morrison School, Speedway Children’s Charities, Youth Villages,
St. Jude’s Hospital, Folds of Honor, and others. The company likes to form lasting
partnerships with the organizations it supports. These partnerships often include
holding fundraisers and helping to build awareness of their work through special
edition chocolate boxes and special events.

Maria’s dark eyes sparkled as she
saw the beautiful new dresses,
quilts, and toys that the staff
was unpacking at her home at
New Life Nicaragua, a Christian
ministry for abused, neglected,
and abandoned children. “All for
us?” her friends were shouting
with happy smiles. In that
moment, Maria couldn’t imagine
that a group of women half a
world away were busily making
chocolate with her in mind.

The good work done by Bellafina Chocolates is only possible through a group
of devoted volunteers who have chosen to use their God-given time, energy,
and talent to help others. On any given day in the chocolate kitchen, you might
find a handful of women laughing, talking, and making chocolate. Others greet
customers in the retail shop or sew clothing and quilts to donate to underprivileged
children in our region or in orphanages around the world. As the company grows,
it intends to add a few paid positions and hopes to use these positions to employ
women who are struggling and need someone to believe in them. They may
be single mothers, homeless women, or women transitioning from a recovery
program back into the workforce.
Customers often say that Bellafina Chocolates’ truffles are some of the best that
they have ever tasted. “The chocolate industry typically adds several types of
sugars and sometimes preservatives to their chocolates to extend the shelf life,”
explains Brenda Barnicki, President and Founder. “We don’t do that because we
think it interferes with the flavor of the chocolate. We make our truffles fresh to
order and you can really taste the difference!”
Besides gifts for individuals and special events, Bellafina Chocolates specializes
in customized company gifts. “We can put a company’s full color logo or artwork
on any of our chocolate boxes, and can even imprint a logo right on the truffles
themselves,” said Barnicki. “And since every box contains a card explaining that
100% of the net proceeds from its purchase benefit children’s charities, it leaves
a memorable and lasting impression with a company’s customers. Bellafina
Chocolates ships gifts year-round and across the U.S.
Bellafina Chocolates has grown 50-75% per year every year it has been in
business, and has been able to grow its contributions to children’s charities
in a similar way. This past Fall, the company moved into its new home at 123

Cherokee Street in downtown Kingsport. This 5000
square foot facility is home to an expanded commercial
chocolate kitchen and a retail space carrying chocolates
as well as unique handmade gifts to benefit various
children’s ministries around the world. “This building has
really allowed us to ramp up production and expand the
business,” explains Barnicki. “Shortly after we moved in,
we were able to produce a 1000 box order in 4 days!”
That extra space will be important for the company to
reach its ultimate vision. Bellafina Chocolates hopes to
be able to write million dollar checks to charity someday,
and to do so perpetually. “I want the company to continue
to help children in a significant way long after I’m gone,”
says Barnicki. The company envisions continuing to
produce their decadent chocolates and create jobs in
our region, but serve a market across the country for
corporate and personal gifts.
So what’s next for the company? “We are in growth
mode right now,” says Barnicki. “We would love to get
introduced to some of the best companies in our region
and across the U.S. to talk with them about placing their
corporate gift business with us. And we hope to catch the
attention of some of the major media outlets to help tell
our story and ultimately, be able to help more children.”
It’s an ambition that can change the lives of children
like Maria.

123 Cherokee Street – Downtown Kingsport, Tennessee
(423)292-2271 or admin@BellafinaChocolates.com
Online orders at www.BellafinaChocolates.com
Retail shop open weekdays 10am-2pm

